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Barbara Mélois is a graduate of the ESNAM in Charleville-Mézières.
She has presented her shows in France and elsewhere (Germany, Austria, Belgium, China, Canada, 
Korea, Croatia, Spain, Finland, Greece, Italy, Israel, Holland, Portugal, Poland, the UK, Rumania, Slove-
nia, Serbia, Switzerland, the Czech Republic, the USA).
Her performances are in four language, with many bilingual versions.

“I chose to express myself without recourse to overstatement, to say with nothing, to take advantage of 
chance, to make the most of the specificity of materials whose original destination was elsewhere, to use 
their music, their shapes, to accept them as one’s own to the point where they appear to have been made 
only for that: to follow their rules while giving the impression that each material obeys yours.“  Barbara Mélois

In each of her shows, Barbara Mélois weaves an imaginary web, in which the mundane becomes a fairy tale, 
and the most prosaic materials change into chimera, monsters and marvels.

In an open space evoking the corporate universe, a secretary carries out repetitive work on a paper shredder.  
To escape from her humdrum job, she invents a dream life where scraps of crumpled paper which spill out 
of office waste paper bins change into beaches with fine sand, into exotic voyages, into love stories on the 
other side of the world.  Manipulated, torn and lit up, administrative documents are transformed under the 
eyes of the audience into a singular and fantastic cosmogony peopled by heroes made of ephemeral paper, 
who come to life during a sketch, a dream, or a song.

Barbara Mélois leads us on a tender, poetic, jubilatory journey made of shadows and paper.
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“Barbara Mélois is an explorer”. La Scène

“In the little world of the puppet, she has managed to build a very personal universe.  Each 
of her shows is a jewel presented in its precious case.” L’Express

“Her shows, rich with invention, poetry and humour, each feature one material.” L’Union

“Barbara Mélois, in love with substances.” Libération

After adhesive ribbons (Is this a life?, 1990), aluminium (Aluminiatures, 1995), cellophane 
(Diaphanie or the Memoirs of a Fairy, 1999), toilet paper (Life is a bed of roses or is it?, 
2003) and gift wrapping paper (Bolduc, 2011), it is ordinary printing paper she uses in 
her latest creation Esquisses.



“Extreme beauty crafted with softness and lightness” 

“Esquisses by Barbara Mélois, one of the many shows presented at the  
Festival, is one of those shows which brings a moment of incredible grace, 
gripping the heart as it does with a magma of emotions from which it is 
impossible to break free, and which haunts the brain for a very, very long 
time, with persistent and uncontrollable echoes, as if inhabited by a force 
which refuses to close the door on enchantment.”



T
EC

H
N

IC
A

L 
R

ID
E

R The show
A show suitable for audiences aged 7 and over
One actress/ One Light and sound engineer

Length of the show: 1 hour
Set up: 8 hours
Load-out: 3 hours
An audience of 150 persons in an auditorium with tiered seating

Stage (see stage and light plot)

Ground level stage or 1m maximum height
Width: 8 m minimum
Depth: 7 m
Height: 4 m minimum
Black floor, drops, borders, back curtain
Total blackout on stage and in the auditorium

Lighting (see stage and light plot)

Lights, lighting board, dimmers, tripods are provided by the puppet company. Above 4 m below grid, 
6 12v 90 Watt mini profiles should be replaced by 500 or 1000 Watt profiles with iris to be supplied 
by the theatre

Sound
Professional quality sound system adequate for audience and room size.
Musician live sound

Dressing room
For 1 person with an ironing board and tap

Staff required 
One sound and lighting technician familiar with the house for the set up and disassembly
During the performance, the sound and lighting will be the responsibility of the company manager

Technical contact
Barbara Mélois
31 rue Ledru Rollin 08000 Charleville-Mézières
+33 (0)6 06 68 82 21 / +33 (0)9 51 26 75 74 / barbara.melois@free.fr / www.barbara-melois.fr

SE
T

T
IN

G
 U

P
 P

LA
N



Written and interpreted by Barbara Mélois

Created at the 18th World Festival of Puppet Theatres of Charleville-Mézières.

A show suitable for audiences aged 7 and over / Length: 55 min.

With the support of the Institut International de la Marionnette / Région
Champagne-Ardenne within a “Création-compagnonnage” residency

Light and sound engineer: Estelle Baggs

Assistant director: Clémentine Mélois

“Tricks of the trade” and machinery: Bernard Mélois

Voice-over and “external eye”: Philippe Rodriguez Jorda

Diffusion contact
Barbara Mélois
barbara.melois@free.fr
+33 (0)6 06 68 82 21
www.barbara-melois.fr

DE, CH, AT:
Gert Engel AN.THEA 
theater international
engel.anthea@t-online.de
+49 (0)6542-961119
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